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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 0298 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, IN, IR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SOVIET ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN NAVY IN 
ACQUIRING NUCLEAR PROPULSION SYSTEMS 

REF: TEHRAN 0040 

ALUSNA QUERIED INDIAN DIRECTOR OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE, COMMO- 
DORE AGARKAR JANUARY 5 ABOUT POSSIBILITY THAT USSR MIGHT 
ASSIST INDIAN NAVY IN THE FIELD OF NUCLEAR PROPULSION. 

AGARKAR REPLIED THAT THE PRESS WAS UNRELIABLE AND PROBABLY 
HAD MISQUOTED SOVIET ADMIRAL NIKOLAI YASUKOV (REFTEL). HE 
IN EFFECT DISMISSED THE SUGGESTION OF SOVIET ASSISTANCE IN 
THIS AREA AS WITHOUT SUBSTANCE. 
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